scientific exhibits on view. The only blemish is that by coincidence the four manuscripts which were not available to the editors all related to symposia dealing with pediatric aspects of the anesthetist's work. The breadth of information contained in this volume is truly astounding; for example, it ranges from the diaries of John Snow to the use of analog computers for teaching.
One of the most important parts is the extensive subject index, for to look up any particular topic without it would become an almost impossible task. Clearly printed, profusely illustrated and printed on high quality glossy paper, it is a most valuable, though for an individual an expensive, reference book. All departments throughout the world should have a copy available for consultation, but it is doubtful if anyone will ever read it from cover to cover.
Both editors and publishers deserve congratulations, the former on their ability and industry to make such a complete record, and the latter on the quality of the finished product.
R M A MCCLELLAND
Parents and Family Planning Services by Ann Cartwright pp x+293 £3 London: Routledge & Kegan Paul 1970 An examination of some of the reasons why people do not use effective family planning methods is the main theme of this book.
Interviews with some 1,800 men and women, who had become parents within the previous year, provide the major source of information. The views of their family doctors as well as health visitors and clinic doctors in the twelve areas studied are also included.
Parents were questioned on their hoped-for family size and evidence is considered which suggests that one pregnancy in seven was initially unwanted. Barriers to efficient use of contraception are explored. Those interviewed knew about efficient methods but did not always use them; in fact, about half the unplanned pregnancies were thought to have occurred on occasions when the accustomed method had been abandoned.
The most popular methods reported were under male control (sheath and withdrawal) and were used by over half those interviewed. The pill came third at 20 %. Of those at risk of pregnancy, 13 % did not use any method. Many of these were either against birth control (6°) or would not mind a further pregnancy.
The postscript survey, undertaken after the Scowen Committee's letter to doctors in December 1969, shows the response within three months when nearly half the mothers had changed their pill, and a few had stopped taking it owing to the adverse publicity.
Parents were asked how they obtained information on birth control methods. Doctors, especially general practitioners, were the most common source of professional advice but many more parents had discussed methods with family and friends. Nurses, including health visitors, were much less often a source of information and advice.
Religion, social class and educational background are all explored for their influence on family patterns of contraceptive practice. Mothers with education beyond compulsory schoolleaving age seemed to be those most likely to obtain professional advice.
Views of parents and professionals on related topics, such as sterilization and abortion, reported in a chapter, show no uniform professional viewpoint; but all groups overestimate the extent of usage of oral contraceptives. Professionals, especially family doctors, are complacent about the present state of the family planning services, which they thought were reaching those in need. Mothers and fathers more often thought the service did not reach those in need.
In the summary chapter on the future, the inadequacies of the present services are reviewed. The need to assist parents ready to use effective methods of family limitation, especially methods not liable to be abandoned on occasions, is stressed. All professionals inside and outside hospitals are urged to be more ready to offer discussion of family planning to their patients and to assist them in choosing a method with the fewest disadvantages in their particular circumstances.
IRENE F A BLAKENEY
Operative Neurosurgery by E Stephens Gurdjian MD and L Murray Thomas MD 3rd ed pp xxi+609 illustrated £10
Baltimore: Williams & Wilkins 1970 Edinburgh & London: E & SLivingstone
The third edition of this textbook is slightly larger than the previous one, contains several new plates and has increased in price from £6 15s to £10. It remains an excellent copiously illustrated account of operative neurological surgery. In addition it includes valuable sections on diagnostic procedures, pre-and post-operative management and, throughout, references to relevant anatomical, physiological, clinical and pathological matters. It is thus by no means a description of technique alone. The illustrations are line drawings which are extremely well annotated so that their diagrammatic nature becomes acceptable.
New sections in this edition deal with the surgery of intracranial aneurysms, the treatment of stenosis of the main cervical arteries and the
